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Newsletter by e-mail

On  the  subscription  renewal  form,  members  were  asked  if  they  were  happy  to  take  the 
newsletter by e-mail rather than by post. This will  save the association money and also will 
speed up the distribution process. This month is the first that I’m sending out by e-mail so I’d be 
grateful for any comments. If anyone would like to receive the newsletter by e-mail but didn’t tick 
the box, please let me know (rburne@cht20.co.uk).  For those not wishing to use e-mail, we’ll 
continue to post the newsletter and there will, of course, be occasions when we need to send 
out things by post (BDI Insurance etc) so we’ll not be putting the postman out of a job entirely.

Beginners’ and Improvers’ Day 
Saturday 14th April 9am Pulborough Village Hall 

Copy of Flyer enclosed

Bee Auction
28th April Brinsbury College, Pulborough

Details were enclosed with last month’s newsletter and can be viewed on the website

Plant Stall
Sue Cooper runs an excellent plant stall at the auction. If you have any surplus plants she would 

be very grateful to have them from you on the day to sell on the stall. 

Apiary Meetings

Saturday 7th April 2.00pm
Wednesday 18th April 6.30pm 
Sunday 22nd April 2.00pm – Note Sunday
Wednesday 2nd May 6.30pm
Wednesday BBQ Please note there will be BBQ facilities after EVERY Wednesday evening meeting 
throughout the season. Please bring your own food, cutlery, etc
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Dates for your Diary

Saturday 14th April – Our own Beginners’ and Improvers’ Course 
Saturday 21st April – BBKA Spring Convention at Stoneleigh
Saturday 28th April – Bee auction – see enclosed description and entry form
Saturday 19th May – Bee Health day – Alan Byham. This will be repeated on Thursday May 
24th  May. This was originally intended for those who have shown interest in taking the BBKA 
Basic Exam, but we feel it is important for everyone to recognise both the foulbroods and the 
exotic  pests that  are notifiable.  Places are limited and we are offering the chance to W.G. 
members first. We know it is early, but there is a lot of preparation needed. After March 10th we 
will open it to everybody. A whole day of expert tuition, and getting fed and watered, all for £10!! 
Saturday 23rd June – Diamond Jubilee BBQ
Tuesday 10th July – Insects and Mites – a visit to Sue Cooper’s rearing unit for insects and 
mites used for the biological control of plant pests
October  6th and 7th -  The  Honey Festival  will  take  place on at  the  Weald  and Downland 
Museum, Singleton. We are going to need a lot of help and support to make this Showcase 
Event for Beekeeping in our County a success. Steve Kennett is organising this and is looking 
for volunteers to help (01798 831010)

Patterson in Print – Roger Patterson

Website As you know our website is up and running thanks to the hard work of Fionn Turnbull. He 
had  never  done  anything  like  this  before,  and  he  had  to  put  up  with  me  constantly  suggesting 
modifications.  The  presentation  of  sites  is  often  related  to  the  systems  receiving  them,  and  it  is 
impossible to suit every setup, so apologies if it doesn’t appear quite right. Some of the problems will be 
solved by maximising the screen. Now the site is fully functional members should use it, as any changes 
to dates will be on it. As last year there will also be messages going out to those who have let us have 
their e-mail addresses, so if you haven’t got e-mail then please make arrangements with someone who 
has so they can tell you.

Soapbox I have seen a report that Ofcom the TV watchdog are introducing guidelines from 1st April 
to counter child obesity. They appear to be banning adverts for junk foods and drinks that are high in 
fat, sugar and salt (HFSS) in all programmes aimed at children under the age of 16. It appears there is 
no distinction between different  sugars,  and it seems that honey, and even cheese and raisins are 
affected. This information came from the website of The Grocer www.thegrocer.co.uk  ,   and I also noticed 
that  the Government is considering introducing an eco-label for food products. The label would allow 
shoppers to choose food that is environmentally friendly by judging factors such as energy inputs, waste 
management and water pollution. I am not sure whether this would apply to us beekeepers or not, but 
as with other things I guess there will be a blanket regulation and we will have to comply. Whilst we 
should  applaud  some  of  the  regulations  that  have  improved  the  quality  of  food  and  the  way it  is 
produced, it seems strange to me that so much money is wasted on unnecessary rules and regulations 
when the producers don’t receive a fair price for their products. I read that the Canadian Government 
are working with the Canadian Honey Council (Their equivalent of the BBKA) to provide funding to help 
the honey industry. Call me cynical if you like, but spot the different approaches from Governments to 
food production. 

I’m not sure if this is good news or bad, but apparently traces of PDB were found in some Australian 
honey, and antibiotics (Tylosin) in Argentinian honey recently. Neither of these products are allowed in 
the U.K. This is the good side of our regulations, and it must remind us all that our honey if sold could be 
randomly tested at any time. 

I really must comment on the recent Chaiman’s report where Ray made reference to me. Firstly I will 
make sure I don’t wear a coat so nobody can hold the tails, and secondly I am sure roller skates could 
be bought in bulk at a hefty discount. We would of course have to do a risk assessment.
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Parish Magazines Many of you have noticed that we have managed to get some free advertising in 
some local magazines and newsletters. Some of them have been edited, but overall the message has 
got  across,  and  we  have  already  had  some  positive  responses.  It  is  amazing  how  varied  local 
magazines are, and some are incredibly well produced. We still need to fill in a few gaps, so if your local 
magazine hasn’t included us, please let Chris Bonner or myself know. 

Hive Parts I will probably be able to get Thorne’s seconds [second quality hive components] later in 
the month. These are the ones we use for the beginners packs at Dounhurst. There will be the odd 
knots, but I try to sort them so there are none where nails should go, although this can’t be guaranteed. 
If  you  would  like  some  please  contact  me  before  15th April.  These  are  Nationals  only,  and  I  am 
expecting the prices to be the same as last time. Super £8.50, Broodchamber £11.50, Standard floor 
£8.50, Roof £12.50, Crownboard £5.00. A contribution towards fuel would be appreciated.

Apiary Now we are into the active season I would like to remind members that the apiary is for 
teaching purposes and we have developed our own way of doing things. This maintains consistency 
and avoids confusion, especially for beginners, where they can concentrate on learning the basics in 
order to develop their own techniques. What members do at home is entirely up to them, but all the 
demonstrators have been asked to make sure those who open hives do things the “WG” way. I hope 
this is not seen as a dogmatic approach and is supported, otherwise we will return to the times when we 
had a free for all with nobody learning anything, the bees suffered bad handling, and the hives were 
butchered by the poor use of hive tools.

Although I have heard of some heavy losses, most of the colonies I have seen have come through the 
winter quite well, although weaker than normal. If they are relatively free from varroa they should forge 
ahead,  especially with  a  week  or  two of  warm weather.  Don’t  forget  the  spring cleaning  when  the 
weather is good, and put the supers on in advance of requirements.

Bucket Request I would like 3-4 clean plastic buckets, about 2 gallons for putting wax into that 
comes from the hives during inspections. If you have any please let me know. This could be a use for 
recycled ones or honey buckets that have got past it.

Pumpkin Competition

Once  again  we  are  running  the  Wisborough  Green  Pumpkin  competition.  As  there  are  many 
newcomers we had better explain. Six pumpkin seeds are given to members at meetings. They then 
grow them throughout the summer and bring the largest resulting pumpkin to the supper later in the 
year  where  we  have  a  weigh  in.  The  winner  has  the  knowledge  of  beating  some  pretty  strong 
competition. Sue Cooper  is the current  champion,  having  taken over  from Graham Wells,  and the 
tradition  is  that  the  seeds  of  the  winner are  used  for  the  following year.  Beekeeping  really is  fun, 
especially when you listen to some of the feeble excuses for failures!

Frames and Foundation

Frames and foundation are on sale from the division at Apiary meetings. Also we have an arrangement 
with Paynes that orders placed with Paynes can be (courtesy of Ray Noakes) be collected from apiary 
meeetings

Meeting Reports 

I am very grateful for reports of meetings that I can include in the newsletter. It keeps those that can’t attend in 
touch with what’s happening - Rupert 

AGM – Rupert Burne
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Following the official business of the AGM our Regional Bee Inspector, Alan Byham gave an 
excellent  presentation  entitled  Principles  of  Colony  Inspection.  In  an  interactive  talk  he 
highlighted the key things to look for when we look at a colony of bees. He gave us five key 
things to look for when we open up a hive (answers at the bottom of the last page if you want to 
test yourself) but I’m sure you’ll be reminded of them at the Beginners’ and Improvers’ day  on 
April 14th. He also discussed a method of replacing all of the comb in a brood chamber. 

A very interesting and useful talk and we’re very grateful to Alan for coming along.

County News
From John Hunt at the County Secretary’s Desk
(Telephone 01903 815655 or E-mail john_bateman_hunt@hotmail.com)

This year weather wise, seems to be following last years pattern – a mild winter followed by 
comparatively cold weather. Last year few beekeepers in our area were able to take advantage of the 
spring flowering Oil Seed Rape – the fields were in flower, the hives full of bees – but the weather too 
cold for  the  bees  to  fly!  Lets  hope  we get  back  to  the  mild  weather  we  enjoyed in  early March. 
Generally bees seemed to have survived the winter strongly, but we must not forget that at this time of 
year the brood outnumbers the foragers, and if they cannot bring in nectar and pollen we may have to 
feed for the bees to survive.

Our Convention held on 3rd March, was our most successful yet, with nearly 100 beekeepers 
attending, and the comments we have received most encouraging.  We found the new venue at Lodge 
Hill to be excellent, and the idea of separate workshops to meet individuals’ needs worked well. Our 
thanks to everyone who helped on the day. We intend to hold next years Convention at the same location 
on  Saturday  1st March  (2008).   We  would  like  your  observations  on  this  year’s  event,  and  your 
suggestions as to topics and speakers we can use next year.  Planning is already underway, but we do 
need your ideas. 

Our County  AGM was  held  last  month  at  Pulborough Village  Hall  –  Roger  Patterson  was 
elected to serve as County Chairman. Ray Noakes, and Andrew Shelley stood down from their positions, 
and we thank them for all the work and time they have given to the County over many years. At a more 
local level, we congratulate John Stevens on his election as President of Chichester Beekeepers.

Best of luck to all beekeepers who took the  BBKA Modular Examinations at our Centre last 
month and our thanks to Pat Tilney for acting as invigilator.  Hopefully some more of our members who 
hold (or will hold) the Basic Examination will be taking Modules next year. Contact our Examination 
Secretary Audrey Gibson-Poole for details and encouragement.

The following Saturday 28th April is our Annual Bee Market and Auction at Brinsbury 
– remember we do not charge a lotting fee – so it doesn’t cost you anything to put unwanted items in the 
Auction!  Even if you don’t have anything to put in the sale, and don’t want to snap up a bargain – you 
can spend a day (or part of a day) just looking and learning!  It’s all free! Some people find they cannot 
resist  a  bargain,  and  have  been  known to  buy something they don’t  want  and  then  put  it  into  the 
Plumpton Auction the following month.

County Diary – Around the Divisions – all Members are most welcome at all  
Meetings

Worthing contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369 
Winter Lectures are held at Ferring Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm Full Details from Brian.
Continuing the Winter Course
Thursday 12th April – Revision of Winter Course, and New Topics (6)
Saturday 14th and Sunday 15th April – Practical Sessions at various Out Apiaries
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Five things to look for when opening a hive – Space, Food, Health, presence of queen and?
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